2010-2011 Volume 1

September
2010

LIVONIA PTSA COUNCIL

Council Courier

LPTSA Council Courier

[ etter from the President

What an exciting start to another great year!
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the officers and volunteers of the 24
local PTA/PTSA units for the great work
you do as PTA/PTSA members and officers
in supporting your schools, Livonia Public
Schools district and community. The suc-
cess of LPS kids is due in large part to your
dedication in providing programs and
events for every child —so thank you!!!

Livonia PTSA Council is proud to be one of
the largest PTA groups in Michigan. In fact,
our membership last year comprised over
10% of the state’s total membership! This
year, LPTSAC will continue its mission of
“Advocate, Communicate, Support” by
providing assistance to the local PTA/PTSA
units in the Livonia Public Schools District.
Each unit is assigned a Council board
member who acts as liaison between the
unit and Council and provides direct
support to that unit, including answering
questions, addressing issues, and connect-
ing the unit to the resources it needs to be
successful. Units can find liaison contact
information on Council’s website at www.
livoniaptsacouncil.org. Please do not hesi-
tate to contact your liaison if your unit
needs assistance.

Council will hold a number of general
membership meetings this year. Meeting
dates are posted to LPTSAC’s website and I
encourage you to attend. We’'d love to have
one of our meetings at your unit’s school;
please let me know if your principal and
school would be willing to host a Council
meeting. It's a great opportunity to get
community members into your school so
they can see the great work your PTA/
PTSA, staff, administrators—and KIDS!—
are doing. Council is also working on other
programs and events for the year, including
Reflections, Youth Making a Difference,
Founder’s Day, Early Literacy Volunteers
(ELVs), and much more. Info will be posted
to the website and we will communicate
updates in the coming months.

As Council president, one of my goals this
year is to increase and improve commu-
nication within our community regarding
the importance of PTA/PTSA and the role of
Council. I will be working with our officers
and public relations chair to communicate
the benefits of PTA to community members
and business leaders, to and form PTA
partnerships with them. If we all work
together toward a quality education for
every child, we give our future leaders the
skills they mneed to build stronger
communities—and that is something from
which we all benefit.

I encourage you to contact me or your unit
liaison with any questions, concerns or
comments you may have. Your questions
and opinions are valued and help shape the
future of PTA/PTSA in your school and
community. Thank you for your continued
support of PTA/PTSA!

Heather Broos
President, Livonia PTSA Council
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Follow Livonia
PTSA Council
online!

Website: www.livoniaptsacouncil.org

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Livonia-PTSA-Council

Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/livoniaptsac

Reflections
2010-2011

“Together We Can....”

Reflections
Packet Links

MPTSA - Reflections Packet - Part 1 — Revised:
http://mptsa.orbro.com/mailmerge/654/1285011318_
MPTSA___ Reflections Packet  Part 1 Revised.
pdf

MPTSA - Reflections Packet - Part 2:
http://mptsa.orbro.com/mailmerge/649/1284922485
_MPTSA___Reflections_Packet  Part_2.pdf

MPTSA - Reflections Packet - Part 3:
http://mptsa.orbro.com/mailmerge/649/1284922500
_MPTSA___Reflections_Packet  Part_3.pdf

Livonia

PTSI"' Council

LPTSAC Council Courier

We have a great theme this year, “Together We
Can...” Several schools are using it for the school
theme this year! Many school chairs are already
getting started with making flyers, decorating
bulletin boards and planning assemblies.

Livonia Council had a Reflections workshop for
school chairs on September 13 at Stevenson. It
seems we are off to a great start! Go to
www.pta.org/reflections to see last year’s winners,
download rules and entry forms.

MPTSA Reflections packets will be emailed to all
school chairs soon. Here is a preview of the dates
for Livonia Reflections:

Nov 15 - School chairs grades 5-12 turn in entries
for judging. Stevenson 6:30-8 pm.

Nov. 30 - Chairs email lists of entrants for program
Dec. 1 - Good Standing Day!

Jan. 5 - K-4 Reflections Celebration at Stevenson.
Chairs meet at 4pm.

Jan. 6 - Grade 5-12 Celebration at Stevenson.
Chairs meet at 4pm.

Tip of the Month:

Students are more likely to enter if you give them
an entry form rather than post it on the website.
Don't forget to fill in the local chair information on
the bottom of the entry form, it saves time later!

Kathy Bilger
Kathy.bilger@livoniaptsacouncil.org
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Rise and Shine!

Livonia Public Schools PTA/PTSA units are very
active and have much to be proud of. Based on
your success and accomplishments, your unit may
be eligible to receive an award from Michigan
PTSA. Now is the time to document the activities
and events that lead to that success.

Does your PTA have a unique idea for Membership
drive? The Bright Ideas Award application is what
the membership chair would submit to MPTSA.

Has your PTA reached its membership goal?
Submit an application for the many membership

awards Michigan
F_ ¥

i akes Action

Do you have an active
Legislative chair who
provides relevant infor-
mation to your PTA/
PTSA community? You
can complete an
application for a Legis-
lative Advocacy award.

In addition to the

above awards, a
number of unit awards
available.  Description

of all awards, forms, and eligibility criteria can be
found at www.michiganpta.org. What a terrific
way to celebrate your PTA/PTSA and recognize the
efforts of many volunteers!

To qualify for any of the above awards, a PTA/
PTSA unit must be in good standing. You must:

* Send your budget to MPTSA

* Send your audit to MPTSA

* Remit monthly membership dues to MPTSA
* Make sure your bylaws are up to date

Awards will be presented at the annual MPTSA
Con-vention scheduled for April 8-10, 2011 in
Lansing.

Heidy Nance

LPTSAC Awards Chairperson
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Attention
Treasurers!

REMINDER! All units are required to file
Form 990-N or Form 990-EZ with the IRS.
Units with the fiscal year end of June 30
should file their returns by November 15. For
details on how to file the returns, please refer
to the PTA Money Matters Guide. Please visit
www.michiganpta.org and www.pta.org for
lots of great information.

Save the Date!

Please mark your calendars for Wednesday,
February 16, 2011. We will have a party to
celebrate the founding of PTA. Yes, Founders Day
is coming, and you won't want to miss it!

This year, we will be presenting special awards to
PTA/PTSA units in Livonia, including awards for
our PEP program. Will you win? There's only one
way to find out!

More details will be coming. You will want to have
everyone there to help us celebrate PTA in LIV!

Youth Making a
Difference

Attention all PTA/PTSAs! The YMAD information
packets have gone out to chairs or, if we don't have
information for the chairperson, to the PTA/PTSA
presidents. Please check your PTA/PTSA mailbox at
the school.

Please forward your chairperson's name and
address to me if you haven't already done so.

John Grzebik
Livonia PTSA Council
YMAD Coordinator
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Money Matters
Quick-
Reference
Guide Correction

A correction has been made to the PTA Money
Matters Quick-Reference Guide regarding the
requirements for filing Form 990/990-EZ. The error
occurs on page 24. As of the 2010 tax year, for
returns filed in 2011 or later, PTAs with an annual
gross income of more than $50,000 (formerly
$25,000) must file Form 990 and Schedule A. If a
PTA's gross receipts are less than $200,000 and
total assets are less than $500,000, the PTA may file
Form 990-EZ instead of Form 990. If gross receipts
are $50,000 or less, the PTA must electronically
submit Form 990-N, also known as the e-Postcard.
Download the updated PTA Money Matters Quick-
Reference Guide online version, as well as
updated pages to insert into the print version of
the guide. Please inform your local unit treasurer
of this correction.

Reminder

Please send a list of your new executive board
members to LPTSA Council as soon as possible.
We will update our records, and award PEP points
for the submission.

Also, please remember to submit your board
members' names to the Michigan PTSA. You can
most easily do this on-line at the MPTSA web site:
http://www.michiganptsa.org/eventreg/officerReg.
html.  Standing committe chairs are also
encouraged to register their names.

LPTSAC Council Courier

What is PEP?

The Livonia PTSA Council is introducing a new
program for all Units to participate in. The new
program is called "PTA/PTSA Excellence Program"
or "PEP" for short. The idea behind this program is
to reward units for their compliance as a unit, and
their participation in events hosted by the Livonia
PTSA and the Michigan PTSA throughout the year.
Every unit should have received their PEP awards
chart, a copy of the PEP Bylaws Acknowledgment,
a copy of the Financial Best Practices, and
corresponding  Financial Best Practices Ac-
knowledgment. If you have not received the above
materials, please let me know.

The PTA / PTSA which has the most points on
January 15 of each year will receive two free tickets
to the Livonia PTSA Founder’s Day Dinner. Units
with the most points at the end of the school year
will receive a monetary donation in their name to
their unit’s school.

Not only is this a very exciting new program, it
provides outgoing PTA/PTSA Board Members a
comprehensive list of items that the incoming
board can use to make sure that their unit is in
compliance. This is a great opportunity for the
"old" board and the "new" board to ease their
transition.

If you are submitting any acknowledgments, and
thereby earning points for your unit, please send
them to LPS Central Office — c/o LPTSA Council
PEP Program, attention Stacey Dogonski. I want to
make sure that every unit gets credit for their hard
work, so please make sure your PTA / PTSA unit is
clearly marked. You will want to designate
someone from your Board to be the contact person
in charge of submitting materials / points. Please
note, many items on the PEP list have deadlines.

If you have any questions about PEP, or need more
information. please contact me by e-mail at
Stacey.Dogonski@livoniaptsacouncil.org.

Thanks!

Stacey Dogonski,
LPTSAC PEP Chair

September 2010


http://www.michiganptsa.org/eventreg/officerReg.html. 
mailto:Stacey.Dogonski@livoniaptsacouncil.org.

8010 [Bliu8) Sd1 0/9 |lew |ooyds-iajul ybnouyy Juas aq Aew QyS1dT 0} 9ouspuodsallo) |ooyds Jidyl Ag 8sn 1o} |10UN0D) S| o BIUOAIT woly 1i6
Aseysuow pejenpelb e pspieme aq ||im sjun 8aiy) doj ay] uoneigs|e) Aeq slepuno4 ayj je paziuboosl aq ||im sHun ||e jo ssaibold "s1exon AeQg siepuno
9981} OM} 8AI808I [IM G| Asenuer Jo se Jepes| sjulod Jun ay “spun ajdinw juasaidal Aew Jaquiaw yoe3 "og |udy ybnouy | Aepy woly palje) aq ||m Sjulod

aapuajpe Jad 001
aapusne Jad 00|
"yjuow ey} pajjoiua
sJaguiaw ou JI wJioy jue|q
e Buiiwgns Joj g1 ‘sanp 1o} 05
Jaqwaw | ppe Jad o5
00S
a)lAul Jad 001
weiboud Jad 9og
weuboud Jad gog
aapuane Jad 00|
aapuane Jad 00|
008S
0S
0S
0S
00S
00S

00S
aapuane Jad 00|

aapuane Jad 00|
00S
00S

S1INIOd

sBuneaw |elouab s,0vS]d7 pusny
sBuesw pieoq s,0v¥S1d7 pPusny

yjuow yoes Jo yigg Ag (1ouno) o3 sanp diysiaquiaiy Jugns

|ejo} s Jeak jse| spaaoxa jey; diysiaquialy aAsIyoy

[ejo} s Jeak Jse| seyoeal ey} diysiaquiajy ansIyoy

Buneaw jun e 0} uosier] [IDUN0D JNOA B}IAU|

(DVS.Ld1 03 @2n0U puss) siaquiaw JnoA 0} welboid pajusuQ-lusied e JalQ
(OVS.Ld1 01 821j0u puss) siaquaw 0} weiboid AoeooApY oAlle|siBa e Ja)0
UONUSAUOD VS 1dIN PUsiy

Ae@ Aoed0oApY VS 1dIN Pusny

uonelgse) Aeq ,siepuno- s,[10UN0D YS | d BIUOAIT pusny

(OVS.1d1 03 Adod “wS1dIN 03 BlIO) Jeak jooyos jualino woly yJobpng 1wgng
(OVS.Ld1 03 Adoo ‘ywS1dIN 0} BlLI0) Jeak jooyos snoinaid wod) Jipny Hwgns
apINg sainpadold g Saloljod Jo Adoo jwgng

A1030811( |1I9UN0Y JO} UOIBWIOLUI JOBIUOD HWANS

Aenins Oys1d1 peleidwod jwgng

(payoeye oas) wioy sao1oeld 1sag |eloueul paubis Jwqgng

sdoysxJopn diysiepea DVS1d] eouepuany

Awepeoy diysiapea ] YS1dIA 1e aouepuany

(payoeyne aas) wioy Juswabpajmouydy ay) pue smejAg jo Adoo jwgng
(OVSL1d1 03 Adod ‘¥S1dIN 0} 'B10) wio4 souepiwey seng Jun Jwans

NOILOV

(d'3'd) weiboud 82us||99x3 VS 1d/V.Ld

BJ0°|1ounooes)deluoAl mmm
poddng - ejesjunwiwo?) - 81BO0APY

aunr niy} des
aunr niy} ydes

aunpr niyy des
aunpr niyy deg
aunr niy} des
aunr niy} ydes
aunr niy} des
aunr niy} des
Ae/|udy
Bundg
Aleniga

| -08(Q a240jog
| 098 a2J0jog
| AON @Jojog

|l 190 alojeg

| 1deg alojeg
| 1deg alojeg
jdag/bny
1snbny

|l aunp aiojog
Aepy

HLINOW

[1oUnoD
BIUOAIT

September 2010

LPTSAC Council Courier



All Around Town

Welcome Back to School

The LPS Foundation sponsored Welcome Back to
School Socials at all K-4 elementary schools and
Perrinville Early Childhood Center. Inflatable
picnics and party games were generously donated
by Camp Mirage (www.campmirage.com) and
included an inflatable obstacle course and moon
walk. It was a memborable way for the kids to
wrap up summet, and bounce back into school.

Board of Education Meetings on Web

Did you know you can review a Board of Education
Meeting at your leisure from LPS' Web Site?
Simply look for the School Board tab on their
homepage and choose Board Videos. You will be
shown thumbnail versions of the latest board
meetings for viewing. Board Meetings are usually
posted one to two days after the cablecast of the
live meeting.

Agendas, minutes of meetings, and meeting dates
can also be found under the School Board tab.

What's Going on at Your Place?

Is there great stuff happening at your school? Is
your PTA off to a great start, and doing wonderful
things? We want to hear about it! Send an e-mail to
councilcourier@gmail.com, with "All Around
Town" in the subject line. We will help you toot
your horn!

LLPS Calendar

2010-2011 School Year

SEPTEMBER 7: First day of school

OCTOBER 7: Secondary P/T conferences

NOVEMBER 2: Elementary Workday/Secondary
Prof. Development - NO SCHOOL

NOVEMBER 10-11: Elementary P/T conferences

NOVEMBER 12: Elementary P/T conferences - NO
SCHOOL elementary only

NOVEMBER 24-26: Thanksgiving Recess - NO
SCHOOL

DECEMBER 20-31: Winter Recess - NO SCHOOL

JANUARY 17: Martin Luther King Day — NO
SCHOOL

JANUARY 28: Teacher Workday (end of semester)
- NO SCHOOL

FEBRUARY 21-22: Midwinter Recess — NO
SCHOOL

MARCH 17: Prof. Development - NO SCHOOL
elementary only

MARCH 24: Secondary P/T conferences

APRIL 1: Elementary Workday/Secondary - NO
SCHOOL

APRIL 18-25: Spring Recess — NO SCHOOL

MAY 19: Prof. Development - NO SCHOOL

MAY 30: Memorial Day Recess - NO SCHOOL

JUNE 16: Last day of school

October 6

November 3
November 15

November 30

December 1 Good Standing Day!

January 5
January 6

LLPTSA Calendar

Executive Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Conf. Rm. A
Bounce Back to School - Grant Elementary School (Rain Date)
Executive Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Conf. Rm. A
Submit Reflections entries grades 5-12 for judging.
6:30-8:00 pm. Stevenson High School
Reflections chairpeople e-mail lists of entrants for program

Executive Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Conf. Rm. A
Reflections Program (Grades P-4) 7:00 p.m. Stevenson High School
Reflections Program (Grades 5-12) 7:00 p.m. Stevenson High School
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